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Code Member state Since
AL Albania 1 May 2010
AT Austria 1 May 1979
BE Belgium 7 October 1977
BG Bulgaria 1 July 2002
CH Switzerland 7 October 1977
CY Cyprus 1 April 1998
CZ Czech Republic 1 July 2002
DE Germany 7 October 1977
DK Denmark 1 January 1990
EE Estonia 1 July 2002
ES Spain 1 October 1986
FI Finland 1 March 1996
FR France 7 October 1977
GB United Kingdom 7 October 1977
GR Greece 1 October 1986
HR Croatia 1 January 2008
HU Hungary 1 January 2003
IE Ireland 1 August 1992
IS Iceland 1 November 2004
IT Italy 1 December 1978
LI Liechtenstein 1 April 1980
LT Lithuania 1 December 2004
LU Luxembourg 7 October 1977
LV Latvia 1 July 2005
MC Monaco 1 December 1991
ME Montenegro 1 October 2022
MK North Macedonia 1 January 2009
MT Malta 1 March 2007
NL Netherlands 7 October 1977
NO Norway 1 January 2008
PL Poland 1 March 2004
PT Portugal 1 January 1992
RO Romania 1 March 2003
RS Serbia 1 October 2010
SE Sweden 1 May 1978
SI Slovenia 1 December 2002
SK Slovakia 1 July 2002
SM San Marino 1 July 2009
TR Türkiye 1 November 2000
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At the applicant's request and on payment of the prescribed fee, European patent 
applications (direct or Euro-PCT) and thus patents can be extended to European states 
having an extension agreement with the EPO (extension states). The same applies to 
requests for validation in European or non-European states having a validation 
agreement (validation states).

…

Extension and validation agreements are bilateral international treaties concluded 
between the European Patent Organisation and the state in question.

…

Guidelines for Examination A-III,12.1

Extension & Validation States
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Code Member state Since
AL Albania 1 May 2010
AT Austria 1 May 1979
BE Belgium 7 October 1977
BG Bulgaria 1 July 2002
CH Switzerland 7 October 1977
CY Cyprus 1 April 1998
CZ Czech Republic 1 July 2002
DE Germany 7 October 1977
DK Denmark 1 January 1990
EE Estonia 1 July 2002
ES Spain 1 October 1986
FI Finland 1 March 1996
FR France 7 October 1977
GB United Kingdom 7 October 1977
GR Greece 1 October 1986
HR Croatia 1 January 2008
HU Hungary 1 January 2003
IE Ireland 1 August 1992
IS Iceland 1 November 2004
IT Italy 1 December 1978
LI Liechtenstein 1 April 1980
LT Lithuania 1 December 2004
LU Luxembourg 7 October 1977
LV Latvia 1 July 2005
MC Monaco 1 December 1991
ME Montenegro 1 October 2022
MK North Macedonia 1 January 2009
MT Malta 1 March 2007
NL Netherlands 7 October 1977
NO Norway 1 January 2008
PL Poland 1 March 2004
PT Portugal 1 January 1992
RO Romania 1 March 2003
RS Serbia 1 October 2010
SE Sweden 1 May 1978
SI Slovenia 1 December 2002
SK Slovakia 1 July 2002
SM San Marino 1 July 2009
TR Türkiye 1 November 2000
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EPC Extension & Validation States 

Bosnia and Herzegovina 
(BA)

since 1 December 2004

Morocco (MA) since 1 March 2015

Republic of Moldova 
(MD)

since 1 November 2015

Tunisia (TN) since 1 December 2017

Cambodia (KH) since 1 March 2018

Georgia (GE) since 15 January 2024

The Lao People's 
Democratic Republic (LA)

from 1 April 2025

Extension States 

Validation States 
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Future Validation States 

Costa Rica 
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Traditional EP Bundle Combination with UP



Proprietors have options 
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Aspect Unitary Patent EP Bundle 

Coverage One patent covers all 
participating EU states

Separate validations per 
country

Cost Efficiency Lower for broad coverage 
(single renewal fee)

Flexible — pay only for 
selected countries

Translations Minimal (one language) Multiple translations required
Administration Centralized Decentralized

Litigation Unified Patent Court (one 
decision applies everywhere)

National courts (country-
specific outcomes)

Risk High—revocation affects all 
states

Lower—revocation is country-
specific

Geographical Scope Limited to UP states Includes non-EU EPC states 
(UK, CH, NO)

Flexibility None (indivisible) High (choose countries)
System Maturity New and evolving Established and predictable

*Co-pilot generated* 



Geographical coverage of UP 
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Ratified UPCA, UP live (18): 
Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Denmark, 
Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Italy, 
Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, 
the Netherlands, Portugal, Romania, 
Slovenia, Sweden.
 
Party to UPR, not yet ratified UPCA (6):  
Cyprus, Czech Republic, Greece, 
Hungary, Ireland, Slovakia

EU state, not party to UPR (3): 
Croatia, Poland, Spain 

Non-EU states (12): 
Albania, Iceland, Liechtenstein, 
Macedonia, Monaco, Montenegro, 
Norway, Switzerland, Serbia, San 
Marino, Türkiye, United Kingdom 

UPR = Unitary Patent 
Regulation / enhanced 
co-operation 

UPCA = Unified Patent 
Court Agreement 



Thank you 
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