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Minutes of the 53nd British Patent Information Professionals (BPIP) meeting 

Hosted by Reckitt PLC, Turner House, 103-105 Bath Road, Slough, SL1 3UH 

5 November 2024 

 

Presentations may be accessed from the members area of the BPIP website 

https://www.bpipinfo.com/ 

 

Welcome and Introduction from the Host and Meeting Chair (Kathy Burrows)  

Kathy Burrows of Host company Reckitt welcomed everyone to Slough. 

BPIP Chairperson’s Report (Chris Harrison, BPIP Chair)  

Chris reported a 10% increase in members, mainly RWS joiners. 

He thanked Victor Green for sponsorship. 

We have 23 QPIP members, but no new QPIPS since 2022 (in UK). Applications open for 2025 
(25/27 Feb 25). 

Chris asked for someone to take over his chairman role (as he doesn’t have so much time and is 
no longer based in UK). Kathy is also looking to step down as Secretary. 

Jane List (Extract Information) commented would be good if more people were on the 
committee.  

Steven Adams (Magister) suggested that Chris and Kathy list what they have been doing so 
people can see the size of the task if they were to become involved. 

 

Minutes of last meeting and actions (Kathy Burrows, BPIP Secretary)  

There were no comments on matters arising from minutes of the 52nd meeting. 

 

BPIP member presentation: Introduction to CEPIUG and its activities (Jane List, 

Extract Information)  

Jane gave a general introduction to CEPIUG and her roles in World Patent Information WPI and 
Extract Information (2013-). She disclosed she is a trainer in IP Information and Management 
and Commercialism. 

 

Reports from other BPIP representatives (SACEPO/PDI etc) and feedback from 

relevant meetings/conferences  

SACEPO Standard Advisory Committee for EPO. 

https://www.bpipinfo.com/
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Observer status at WIPO. 

CEPIUG Confederacy of European Patent Information User Groups. 

Next meeting 2025 Istanbul  

Maintains relationships with PDG (impact group) and ISBQPIP 

Members from national bodies. 

WON (NL), AIDB (IT), BEPIUP (BE), CFIB (FR), BPIP (GB), CHIP (CH), PIF, PING (DE), SIPIG (SE), 
SPIP (ES), TURPIUG (TK). 

Pan European user group. 

IP service world is only thing now, which is why CEPIUG very important space to meet up and 
provide venue to meet. People can only be elected for a maximum number of years. 

Linkedin group. 

Theme data to wisdom: what’s next in patent information. 

Reports from other meetings: 

Patent Knowledge Week 28-30 NOV 2023 online only. Stephen Adams commented that he 
doesn’t feel it’s as successful as it was in person. You can’t network and also can’t 1:1 
conversation online, nor with exhibitors currently. All you could do was to leave an email. 
Stephen didn’t find it very helpful from that point of view. Moved away from current 
developments and more toward blue skies approach – what is AI going to do etc. 

Chris Harrison commented also on the above. He said it is very EPO centric. There are a limited 
number of speakers from outside. Will now be half day event. Patent Knowledge forum to take 
place 4 Dec 2024 9-1pm CET. More regular in person conferences are required and something 
tailored for search community. 

Stephen Adams commented many members of different user groups are holding meetings - 
very active group in NL, French meeting share interesting programs. UK individuals would 
probably be welcome to attend. 

Patentsight summit. Platform agnostic conference. Chris Harrison attended in June along with 
Jane List. 1st day related to patent analytics in general. Jane commented it was a ‘great event 
and well organized’. It is open to anyone and free. 

^Joanne Kirkwood (Victor Green) emailed BPIP later to mention the STN User-day are now 

doing 15 minute “coffee lecture” webinars to show searching examples/new features . CAS 

roles now include a “substance claimed” indicator. 

 

Host presentation: (Karen Cawdell, Reckitt)  

The presentation had more in-house patent information focus. 

Karen asked for Patent Information Professional definition. Stephen answered this as ‘someone 
who makes best use of information available in relation to patents’ 
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Karen continued saying, Patent attorneys can’t do their job without the search team. A search 
team is not an ‘add on’, it is materially important. At Reckitt the Search Team sits within legal 
team.  

Stephen Adams mentioned there were Technical Information Liaison Office (TILOs) historically.  
They were able to anticipate search needs through interact ion with R&D and search. 

Portfolio so much more than what and where, education is important. Partnerships – search 
team help identify third parties we should be using. Dispute resolution – invalidate patent. 
Patent intelligence, what competitors are doing, are they moving into a different territory? Most 
important pillar is FTO. There is cost and time when going to litigation. 

Patent Intelligence: know your audience (some people don’t even know what a patent is!). 
Translate to business and senior leaders in organization. 

Look for insights.  
What do business leaders want to know? Condense information down into one slide, one deck. 
Opinion on FTO needs to come from an attorney. 

Stephen says very different in the US, less detailed. 

Karen showed increase in revenue for company in relation to increased staff members in -house 
esp. searchers. 

 

BPIP member presentation: Patents I have known and what they taught me (Stephen 

Adams, Magister) 

Stephen gave attendees a book and a memory stick. 

Stephen described his career journey alongside a recent history of patents.  
Not all patent systems used dual publications (A and B). 

Stephen has an MSc in information Science and BSc in Chemistry. His message is: Ignore 
patents at your peril!  

Advertisement: New Scientist Patent Information Specialist. 

He learned that product development can take a lot longer than patent granting even getting 
grant is not the same as having a commercially successful product. 

Did you know you can file a publication in Welsh? 

J4, J5, J6 JP publication numbers; they had to delete the ‘P’ to make the number fit. 

1988-1997 Stephen worked at ICI. He formed Magister in 1997. 

BR used to be a country code for British. 

Many information specialists are too busy to keep up with information . 

1993 Georgia had two no.1s 

Product marking may be completely different to what you are searching for.  

Patent proprietors v public record. 
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PAIR took a long time to catch up. 

Guernsey for example is its own patent authority. 

Stephen maintains an excel spreadsheet with web address of national and regional patenting 
authorities which he may or may not maintain after retirement. 

 

BPIP member presentation: The Patent Olympiad in Singapore (Nigel Clarke, Stanfield 

Clarke Associates)  

Nigel Clarke explained how the idea of the Patent Olympiad came about. It originated after a 
night drinking in a bar. Charter was drawn on a bar napkin. 

Patent search grand prix in Japan. Very formal search event. First took place in Milan in 2018 
under auspices of CEPIUG. Side event to the bigger event. One more in 2019 in Bucharest. 

Patent Olympiad paused during covid but was resurrected in 2023. Lightbulb trophy and cape 
for winner to wear. 

Patentolympiad.org 

Social media channels and own email. Exists through sponsorship.  

What do we need? Host event, host venue, infrastructure, services, catering… must piggyback 
host events. 

Registration 70 EUR everyone welcome! Criterion: bring your own device and charger. Can use 
any tools you like. 

Triathlon, prior art search, search strategy, multiple choice, patent examiner, patent attorney, 
paralegal. Paraphrase real application. Needs to find same citations the examiner did. Boolean 
classification etc. Get points, skills of examiner, paralegal and attorney. 

Also have social. Networking get-together, conference dinner and prize giveaway.  

Hosted by IPOS Intellectual Property Office Singapore in 2024. 

Endorsed by EPO IPOS and WIPO. 

Try to be informal and have fun. 

Next one scheduled for Turkey. 

3 hours long. 

 

Guest presentation: TURPIUG and CEPIUG Conference 2025 (Ekrem Çakay, TURPIUG 

Chair)  

Speaker Ekrem works for WIPO. 

Quite rare role in TR. There are only two QPIPS in TR! 

Diaspora Centre 

Ankara and Istanbul hubs have 60 active members. 
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Sept 14-16, 2025: Istanbul Bosphorus University is the date and location of the next CEPIUG. 

 

BPIP member presentation: Quality of structure indexing in PubChem (Mark Ede and 

James Rudman, GSK)  

PDG chemistry task force Pubchem project 

Pubchem: 317 million substances are indexed (May 2024). 

Quality control: old.  

Quite a few errors. 

WIPO Patentscope  

SurechemBL 

60% error rates in automated chemical indexing. 

Ontochem 

Wipo/deepmatter = infochem 

OCSR Optical Chemical Structure Recognition 

CWU files Complex Work Units, US 

EBI European Bioinformatics Institute 

Decimer much better than osma 

Study of 8 OCSR applications 

Google/ontochem meeting was the most productive. 

Ncbi only see themselves as hosts (not responsible for quality) 

Ontochem name out of date, digital science. 

Stephen Adams brought point that applications can sometimes add the wrong systematic 
name. 

 

Guest presentation (pre-recorded video): Applications of GenAI and LLMs (Jason Lee, 

NYCU School of Law, Taiwan)  

Susan Bates recommended this video which we watched. Deep learning for patents. Patents 

and AI. 

 

BPIP member presentation: Patent Mining with LLMs: Game-Changer or Gimmick? 

(Chris Baker, ClearviewIP) 

Chris gave us an introduction into what Clearview does. 
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Comments and current issues re hosts, databases, search systems, analytics tools, 

etc. General Tips & Tricks  

Paula Jukes (UCB) commented Orbit Operators have gone. 

Stuart Newbold (Patent Search and Information Management) talked about structure drawing in 
STN. He said STN Express won’t connect to host but good to draw structures and you can 
upload. 

Jane List commented PatSeer is very similar to PatBase in that it can group families together 
and make comments, it is not as sophisticated as Orbit though. Patseer has GenAI for 
summarizing but makes very long summaries.  

Rachel Walkley (Reckitt) commented AI is better for the busy Scientist. It’s not a tool for IP 
professionals just yet. 

Stephen Adams suggests AI for FTO searching; have a strategy for two different viewpoints. 

Everyone is racing to get in on the AI scene. 

CAS will bring out something next year. 

Kate Buddle (Unilever) asked if anyone is using Patentsight (as they wouldn’t let them trial it). 

Kathy Burrows (Reckitt) commented that she had trailed it. Kathy said she was dubious about it. 

Martha Yates (PIUG) found lots of features in way it behaves, quite a few errors they’ve seen in 
search strategies. Kathy doesn’t fancy going back to it. She looked at it 5years ago though. 

Kate Buddle says she uses Cipher. 

Jan Powell (Vesuvius ) says uses Patentsight but she’s skeptical. Her manager loves it, but she 
is wary of it. She says she is impressed with their customer service. Manager is new to patent 
searching which may explain why he is much less cynical! 

Standard essential patents SEP. Stephen Adams commented ETSI is a big standardization 
body. It takes a set disclosures and claims to put them into families. But their definition of 
patent ‘families’ is very different! Patentsight have a strange family definition. Kathy Burrows 
says definition is very different (not simple and not INPADOC). Patentscope have families based 
on the PCT application. Each document in INPADOC can belong to more than one ETSI family! 

 

Wrap-up and AOB 

There was no AOB 

 

 

Attendee List: 

In Person 

Kathleen Burrows  Reckitt 

Rachel Walkley  Reckitt 
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Rachel Lewis   Reckitt 

Simon Wilson   Johnson and Johnson 

Jane List   Extract Info 

Shweta Ingle   Brunel University 

Joanne Kirkwood  Victor Green 

James Rudman  GSK 

Chris Baker   Clearview IP 

Paula Juckes   UCB 

Pater Shea   RWS 

Stephen Adams  Magister 

Stuart Newbold  Patent Search and Information Management 

Karen Cawdell   Reckitt (Host Speaker) 

 

Virtual 

Steve Royle   Reckitt 

Michael Deng   RWS 

Marcus Bates   Bates IP 

Susan Bates   Unaffiliated 

Fabio Gigante   RWS 

Christopher Saunders NSG 

Jo Shaw   Victor Green 

Kirsten Berger   Patenthek 

Nathan Pennington  Group M 

Nigel Clarke   Stanfield Clarke Associates 

Jan Powell   Vesuvius 

Kate Buddle   Unilever 

Alyson Birch   Unilever 

Jim Maddison   Dyson 

Tania Chapman-Fortune J A Kemp 

Katherine Galbraith  GSK 

Raeesa Nawaz   Marks & Clerk 



 

WIPO FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY  

Davinia Collyer  Victor Green 

Christopher Harrison  WIPO 

Christins Garcia Crespo RWS 

Lois Barber   Clearview IP 

Maya Strohm   Cambridge Display Technology 

Gabrielli Laurindo Gomez RWS 

Ekrem Çakay   TURPIUG 

Edward Jones   Dyson 

Shubana Baarsch  Baarsch IP  

Costas Stephanides  RWS 

Susan Cooper   Dyson 

Maegen Pratt   Dyson 

Huw Richards   Dyson 

Shubhra Padiyar  Unilever 

Marke Ede   GSK 

Anna Song   Dyson 

 


